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ARBITRATOR PROFILE – IAIN SANDFORD




	Name       IAIN DAVID DUNCAN SANDFORD

Address   Chemin de la Croisette 32, 1260 Nyon,
                SWITZERLAND
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Telephone:  +41792774059			Fax:  n/a
			Email:  is@isandford.com

Date of Birth:  5 January 1974
Nationality:    Switzerland, New Zealand


EDUCATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS

Solicitor, England & Wales
Solicitor, Ireland
Barrister & Solicitor, New Zealand
Barrister & Solicitor, Australian Capital Territory and High Court of Australia
Consultant Juridique Étranger, Paris

LLM, University of Ottawa, Canada (2002)
LLB, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand (1997)
BA (History), Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand (1996)

IMI-Qualified Mediator 
Member, Chartered Institute of Arbitrators



LANGUAGES

English (mother tongue), French (B2/B2)


PRESENT POSITION

Independent arbitrator, mediator and legal consultant





PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE BEFORE PRESENT POSITION

Partner, Foley Hoag (Paris, France) (Jan 2025-Dec 2025)
Partner, Sidley Austin (Geneva, Switzerland) (Jan 2015 – December 2024)
Counsel, Sidley Austin (Geneva, Switzerland) (Feb 2012 – December 2014)
Special Counsel, Minter Ellison Lawyers (Canberra, Australia) (Dec 2005 – Feb 2012)
Legal Officer, WTO Appellate Body Secretariat (Geneva, Switzerland) (Sept 2002 – Dec 2005) 
Legal Officer & Second Secretary, New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Wellington, New Zealand & on posting in Ottawa, Canada) (Jan 1997 – Sept 2002)



MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL BODIES

Member, Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (CIArb) (Member if the Professional Conduct Committee)
Member, International Mediation Institute (IMI)
Member, Law Society of England and Wales
Member, Law Society of Ireland
Member, Barreau de Paris
Associate Member, New Zealand Law Society
Member, International Bar Association (Chair, Bar Issues Commission Committee on International Trade in Legal Services)



AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION

International trade in goods, services and trade related aspects of intellectual property rights
National security issues affecting international commerce
Standard essential patents
Media, particularly sports broadcasting
Agricultural policy, including trade policy
Subsidies
Trade remedies
Customs procedures, including with respect to enforcement of intellectual property rights
Arbitration and arbitral procedure
Mediation
International dispute resolution
Public International Law




MAJOR PUBLICATIONS & SPEECHES

“The Past, Present & Future of Energy Disputes in the WTO”, in N. Lamp (ed), WTO Dispute Settlement: Reckoning & Renewal (Cambridge, 2025).
“Does AI lead to Efficiency in International Arbitration?”, Mealey’s International Arbitration Report, vol. 40, no. 6 (2025).
Speaker, “The Role of ADR, IP Protection and Innovation in Advancing FDI for Sustainable Development”, Conference organized by WIPO, HBK University & the Qatar Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Doha, September 2025
“Regulatory Space for Measures Affecting Trade in Marine Resources”, with A. Vincent in T. Heidar & B. Kunoy (eds), International Fisheries Law (Routledge, 2024).
Speaker “Trailblazing an inclusive green and digital transition”, WTO/ITC High Level Event on Women & Trade, Abu Dhabi, February 2024
“Tax, trade rules and the digital economy: Unilateral or international solutions in 2021?” with W. Zhang, International Tax Report (March 2021).
“Rules For State-Owned Enterprises in Chapter 17 Of the CPTPP Agreement: Balancing Market-Oriented Discipline and Policy Flexibility for States,” with J.Y. Remy in D. Gantz & J. Huerta Goldman (eds), Analysis and Commentary: The Trans-Pacific Partnership, the Comprehensive and Progressive TPP, their Roots in NAFTA and Beyond (Cambridge, 2021).
“Three lessons from those who helped Qatar beat Saudi Arabia”, with E. Solovy in Managing Intellectual Property, July 2020.
“Using Article 25 of the DSU to Ensure the Availability of Appeals”, with S. Andersen, T. Friedbacher, C. Lau, N. Lockhart & J.Y. Remy, CTEI Working Papers, CTEI-2017-17.
“Regulation of postal services in a changing market environment: lessons from Australia and elsewhere,” with S. Somasundram, in A. Lim & B. de Meester (eds), WTO Domestic Regulation and Services Trade: Putting Principles into Practice (Cambridge, 2014).
“Effective compliance with trade law and business integrity requirements in Australia,” with D. Morfesi, Global Trade and Customs Journal, vol. 8, No. 10, p. 328 (2013).
“Expanding the trade litigator’s toolkit: developing tools to achieve effective and legitimate resolution of disputes under PACER Plus and other trade agreements,” in M. Kolsky Lewis & S. Frankel (eds), Trade Agreements at the Crossroads (Cambridge, 2013).
“Customs in the Regional Trade Agreements of Australia and New Zealand: Efforts to Improve Customs Instruments and Develop Trade”, with I. Temby, Global Trade and Customs Journal, vol. 5, issue 11/12, p. 445 (2010).
“Resolving and defusing trade disputes: the potential for creativity in the Australia–European Union relationship,” with M. TanKiang, Australian Journal of International Affairs, vol. 65, no. 4, p. 469 (2009).
“Determining the Existence of Countervailable Subsidies in the Context of the Canada–United States Softwood Lumber Dispute: 1982–2005,” 2005 Canadian Yearbook of International Law, vol. 43, p. 297, translated and republished as “Determinacion de la Existencia de Subvenciones en el Contexto de la Disputa entre Canada los Estados Unidos sobre la Madera Blanda: 1982-2005,” (translated by Oscar Vasquez Nueva & Gonzalo Bernal Neuman), Derecho & Sociedad, Ano XXII, No. 37, p. 277 (2011).
“Developing and using new reference tools to search the jurisprudence of the World Trade Organization,” with S. Cooper and F. Prieto Ramos, The Indexer, vol. 24, no. 4, p. 218 (2005).
“Hormonal Imbalance? Balancing Free Trade and SPS Measures After the Decision in Hormones,” Victoria University of Wellington Law Review, vol. 29, pp. 389-426 (1999).




EXPERIENCE IN COURT LITIGATION

I have litigated international matters, as counsel, in the International Court of Justice and the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea.

I have served as solicitor litigating an administrative review proceeding in the Federal Court of Australia.



PROFESSIONAL TRAINING IN ARBITRATION

I completed the Chartered Instituted of Arbitrator’s “Accelerated Route to Membership in International Arbitration” course in 2022 and “Accelerated Route to Fellowship” course in December 2025



EXPERIENCE IN ARBITRATION

I am inscribed on the EU List of Candidates Suitable for Appointment as Chairpersons for Arbitrations and the WTO Indicative List of Governmental and Non-Governmental Panelists.	

I have worked on more than 40 WTO disputes, including panel, appeal and WTO arbitration matters.  I have also served as a panelist (arbitrator) in WTO proceedings between the United States and Viet Nam.  

I have served as counsel in international arbitration.

I served as counsel in arbitral proceedings before the Travel Agency Commissioner within the framework of the International Air Transport Association’s Passenger Agency program.  

I am an active member of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (CIArb), serving on the Professional Conduct Committee, which deals with conduct complaints concerning arbitrators.



PROFESSIONAL TRAINING IN MEDIATION

I completed training with the London School of Mediation sufficient to be recognized as an IMI qualified mediator.



EXPERIENCE IN MEDIATION

I have served as counsel in mediations, including in the context of disputes under the International Air Transport Association’s Passenger Agency program and between States in the context of WTO disputes.  

I have served as a mediator in Court-mandated mediation proceedings in Fiji in a matter concerning access to essential infrastructure.   
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